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MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 1954 


Unirep Srates SENATE, 
ComMiTree oN Lasor anp Pusiic Werarp, 
Washington, D.C, 

The committee met at 10:40 a. m.; pursuant to notice, in room F-65 
of the Capitol, Senator H. Alexander Smith (chairman of the com- 
mittee) presiding. 

Present: Senators Smith, Purtell, Goldwater, Upton, Murray, Hill, 
Neely, Douglas, Lehman, and Kennedy. 

The Cuarrman. The meeting will please come to order. 

We have for consideration this morning the nomination of Alice K. 
Leopold, of Connecticut, to be Director of the Women’s Bureau, De- 
partment of Labor, to which cffice she was appointed during the last 
recess of the Senate. 

The members of the committee have before them, for their informa- 
tion, a biographical sketch of Mrs. Leopold, the nominee. 

(The biographical sketch is as follows :) 


Alice Koller Leopold was born in Seranton, Pa., the daughter of E. Leonard 
and Lenora (Edwards) Koller. Mrs. Leopold attended school in Pennsylvania 
and was graduated from Goucher College in Baltimore, Md., in June 1927. Her 
college majors were English and economics. 

She was married in 1931 to Joseph Leopold, vice president of Stauffer, Sulli- 
van, Colwell and Baylis, New York advertising agency. They have two sons, 
Robert, a junior at Dartmouth and a member of the Naval ROTC, and John, a 
junior at Staples High School, Westport, Conn. 

Mrs. Leopold has had an impressive career as a homemaker, a businesswoman, 
and in public service. After graduation from Goucher College, her first job was 
in the field of merchandising. Very soon her interests in human aspects of the 
business world came to the fore and she became personnel director of Hutzler 
Brothers, Baltimore. She later accepted the position of personnel director with 
B. Altman & Co. in New York. An astute and enterprising businesswoman, she 
launched into business for herself as a designer and manufacturer of children’s 
toys. 

Throughout her career Mrs. Leopold has given of herself freely to the public 
service, both as a volunteer and as an elected public official. A firm believer in 
women’s active participation in political and governmental affairs, she has for 
many years been active in the Republican Party. In 1949, she was elected to 
the Connecticut General Assembly, first woman to represent the town of Weston. 
She served on the education and labor committees. She was elected secretary 
of state with a large plurality in 1950, for a 4-year term, one of the few women 
in the entire country to be elected to this important position in State government. 
By virtue of this office, Mrs. Leopold was also the commissioner of elections for 
Connecticut. She was named cochairman of the committee on elections by the 
National Association of Secretaries of State, as an expert in that field. Under 
her supervision, the first general revision of Connecticut’s election laws since 
1860 was presented to the 1953 General Assembly and adopted by that legislature. 

Four Connecticut governors named Mrs. Leopold to serve on boards and com- 
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missions dealing with education, labor-management relations, public housing 
and other civic problems. In 1953, Governor Lodge appointed her chairman of the 
State Merit Award Board, created to increase efficiency in State government. 
She served as a public member of the State minimum-wage board under appoint- 
ments by Governors Baldwin, Hurley, and McConaughy. 

Recognition of Mrs. Leopold’s interests and abilities were not limited to the 
State of Connecticut—she was appointed by President Eisenhower to serve on 
the important Commission on Intergovernmental Relations. This group, com- 
posed of some of America’s most distinguished citizens, including several Gov- 
ernors and Cabinet members, is authorized to study means of achieving a more 
sound relationship between Federal and State governments. Mrs. Leopold has 
been appointed secretary of this Commission and Chairman of the Organization 
and Projects Committee. 

On November 19, 1953, President Eisenhower appointed Mrs. Leopold Director 
of the Women’s Bureau of the United States Department of Labor. Besides 
heading the Bureau she was appointed as special adviser to the Secretary on 
matters relating to the standards of employment of women and appointed chair- 
man of the Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Womanpower. 

Much of her experience and background has been in fields of specific interest 
to the Women’s Bureau and on which it had had long time programs. During 
the time she served in the Connecticut Assembly, Mrs. Leopold introduced a 
minimum-wage bill providing for a minimum wage of 75 cents an hour. This 
bill was passed in the next session of the Assembly, making Connecticut the 
first State with a 75-cent statutory rate. 

Promotion of equal pay for women, which has been a part of the Women’s 
Bureau program since the early forties, is a field in which Mrs. Leopold has long 
experience and firm conviction. She was the author and sponsor of the equal- 
pay bill which became law in Connecticut in October 1949. For a number of 
years, through the Connecticut League of Women Voters, she worked actively 
for the economic welfare of women workers in her capacity of State chairman of 
that committee. Mrs. Leopold, the founder of the Industrial Relations Club 
of Fairfield County, an organization interested in promoting labor laws for 
women, is well aware of the many problems of workingwomen. 

She is a member of the board of trustees of Goucher College, Baltimore; a 
member of the board of trustees of the Eastern States Exposition, and executive 
committee of the National Association of Secretaries of State. She has been 
president of the Weston Parent-Teachers Association and was for 10 years a 
member of the State Board of the Connecticut League of Women Voters. She 
is also active in the Business and Professional Women’s Club and has been named 
by the American Association of University Women as 1 of 7 outstanding New 
England women. She is a member of the Westport-Weston Chapter of the Red 
Cress, the Fairfield County Division of the National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis, the Northfield Grange, and the Lyons Plains Episcopal Church. 


The Cuatrman. As in the case of the nomination of Dr. Brownell, 
Mrs. Leopold is from Connecticut, and I am going to ask my dis- 
tinguished colleague, Senator Purtell, if he will say a word in in- 
troducting Mrs. Leopold to the committee. 


STATEMENT OF HON. WILLIAM A. PURTELL, A UNITED STATES 
SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT 


Senator Purretn. Mr. Chairman and my colleagues, it is unusual, as 
you know, to have 2 nominations from 1 State on the same day, but it 
is indicative of what I pointed out before—that Connecticut, that 
small land of steady habits, attracts people of outstanding ability and 
demonstrated worth. 

I have known Mrs. Leopold for a great number of years. 

Senator Nree.y. It could not have been very many years because she 
is a very young looking woman. 

Senator Purr. L would say we were both young, and that it is 
only a few years ago when we first became acqui ainted. Mrs. Leopold 
has an outstanding record in Connecticut. She has established herself 
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as one of our fine businesswomen. She has been interested in many 
activities, civic, and otherwise, in the State. She served in our State 
legislative body, and she relinquished the position to which she was 
elected by the people of Connecticut, that of secretary of state, to come 
down here to devote herself to a work in which she feels that she 
could do and will do, and I am sure her record will demonstrate, an 
outstanding job. 

We in Connecticut feel it is a great loss in losing the services of 
Mrs. Leopold as secretary of state. But we feel what we lose in that 
little State is the gain of the 48 States in our country. She has had 
a fine record in personnel work, a fine record in legislative work. 

I recommend Mrs. Leopold to you, my colleagues, as one of our 
outstanding women, not only of Connecticut, but I believe of the 
country. 

The Cuarmrman. Thank you, Senator Purtell. 

We are also fortunate in having Senator Bush of Connecticut here 
with us this morning, and I will ask Senator Bush to make a state- 
ment at this time. 


STATEMENT OF HON. PRESCOTT BUSH, A UNITED STATES SENATOR 
FROM THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT 


Senator Busu. I thank you and the members of the committee and 
my colleague from Connecticut for this privilege. I just want to 
make a brief statement in behalf of the nomination which is before 
the committee. 

Mrs. Leopold is one of the oustanding women in our political life 
in our public life in the State of Connecticut. She is a woman o 
extraordinarily fine business background. She entered the field of 
politics some years ago, was elected to our State legislature, and she 
then became secretary of state where she served with outstanding 
distinction and was then appointed by the President to the Manion 
Commission on inter-governmental affairs as the only woman member 
of that very important Commission. 

More recently she has been nominated to be Director of the Women’s 
Bureau in the Department of Labor, and I have great enthusiasm in 
recommending her jointly with my colleague, Senator Purtell, for 
your approval of her nomination. 

The Caamrman. We thank you very much for your statements, 
Senator, and we are glad to have you here with us this morning. 

Mrs. Leopold, we would appreciate it if you would give us an out- 
line of your career, and give us a picture of your qualifications for 
this important appointment. 


STATEMENT OF ALICE K. LEOPOLD, NOMINATED TO BE DIRECTOR 
OF THE WOMEN’S BUREAU, DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


Mrs. Leorotp. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I 
graduated from college in your neighboring State of Maryland, 
Goucher College, having majored in economics and English, and took 
what was called an executive training course at one of the big depart- 
ment stores in Baltimore. I was then made an assistant buyer. Fol- 
lowing that, I was made personnel director in charge of the employing 
of both men and women. 
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After I was married, my husband and I moved to New York and 
I was personnel director at Altmans. 

We moved to the country and I spent the next number of years 
raising two boys. At that time my interests led me into the kind of 
activity that attracts so many women, that of the PTA, the Red Cross 
and League of Women Voters and the usual roster of contributions 
in the civil field. 

I was fortunate in being nominated as the representative from my 
town of Weston, and I served in the Connecticut Legislature. I was 
then nominated as secretary of state, as Senator Purtell has told you, 
and I served there 3 years. 

[ think the only thing that I haven’t mentioned that you may want 
to know is that during the time that I was not a State governmental 
employee I was working on some of the minimum wage boards for the 
State of Connecticut. I think I was appointed as a member of the 
public by three governors. I was also on a commission on education 
and housing. So I felt at the time I took the position as secretary 
of state, that I had a grounding in the problems and the interests of 
our State of Connecticut. 

I also have found that the legislative interests that I had are very 
close to the new job as Director of the Women’s Bureau. 

The Cuarmman. Have you had the opportunity, Mrs. Leopold, since 
your appointment, whic h was during the r recess of the Senate, to con- 
sider the responsibilities of the Women’s Bureau in the Department of 
Labor? Have you been actively concerned with it since your appoint- 
ment ¢ 

Mrs. Leopotp. Yes, sir, I have. I received a briefing by my prede- 
cessor, Miss Miller for 2 weeks, and since then I have been in con- 
stant consultation with the various department heads so that I feel 
somewhat familiar with the work of the department. I have only 
been there less than a month. 

However. it has been interesting to me to note that the work in the 
field of legislation that I was interested in as a member of the labor 
committee of the General Assembly in Connecticut is the same area 
of legislation which I find is the concern of the Women’s Bureau here 
in the Labor Department. 

The Cuairman. I am very glad to hear that. Senator Murray. 

Senator Murray. I recognize the high qualifications of the lady 
and I have no questions. 

The CHarkMANn. Senator Purtell. 

Senator Purreiy. I have stated my feelings. 

The CuamrMan. Senator Goldwater. 

Senator Gotpwater. Mrs. Leopold, you have had considerable ex- 
perience with minimum wage studies in your State ? 

Mrs. Leorotp. Yes, sir. 

Senator GotpwarTrr. Do you feel that the subject of minimum wage 
is a State or a Federal concern ? 

Mrs. Leororp. I think, sir, that it is properly the consideration of 
the Congress. There are areas which are not covered by State mini- 
mum wages, and there are States where minimum wages are not 
adopted, and for that reason the Federal concept of the propriety 
of minimum wages, I think, is a matter for the Congress to take into 
consideration. 
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The Cuairman, Senator Hill. 

Senator Hitt, Mrs. Leopold, I was impressed with the eloquence of 
my good friend, the Senator from Connecticut. I note that you were 
born in P ennsylvania, and that then you married a leading New York 
businessman, in the big city of New York. 

Mrs. Lropvoip, No, sir, at that time my husband was in the adver- 
tising business in Baltimore. 

Senator Hitt, But you afterward went to New York? 

Mrs. Leopontp. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hitt. To the big city of New York? 

Mrs. Leopotp. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hitz. And then I suppose you were crowded out of New 
York up into Connecticut, is that the idea? 

Mrs. Lrorotp. Connecticut, Senator, was the State of my choice. 

Senator Purrevt. If I may digress for a moment, is it true, Mrs. 
Leopold, that you tried Pennsylvani: a, and that you have lived for 
awhile in New York, and you were getting older and wiser all of the 
time and then you finally settled in Connecticut. Is not that correct ? 

Mrs. Leopotp. Senator, I think I might have chosen it if I had 
been younger. 

Senator Hux. Mrs. Leopold, I think that you have made an ex- 
cellent witness for Senator Purtell. I always like the display of in- 
telligence which you have shown here this morning. I congratulate 
you. 

The Cuatrman. Senator Upton. 

Senator Upron. Mrs. Chairman, the lady comes from New Eng- 
land, and I am satisfied with the endorsement given her by the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut. I have no questions. 

The CuatrmMan. Senator Neely. 

Senator Neety. Mr. Chairman, the eloquent and very dearly be- 
loved Senator from Connecticut, Mr. Purtell, favored me this morn- 
ing by introducing me to this distinguished lady. I make the single 
observation and prophecy that if her service to the Government proves 
as satisfactory as her manner is charming and her appearance is 
pleasing, she will have succeeded in writing her name in very large 
letters in the golden book of immortality. 

The Cuatrman. I do not usually predic t what will happen, but my 
guess is that you will get Senator Neely’s vote. 

Senator Neety. That is a foregone conclusion. She had it within 
2 seconds after I had met her. 

The Cuatrman. Senator Lehman. 

Senator Lenman. I have no questions. 

The Cuarrman, Senator Douglas. 

Senator Dove.as. I have no questions. 

The CuHarrMan. Senator Kennedy. 

Senator Kennepy. I have no questions. 

The CHatrmaNn. We thank you very much. The committee will 
have an executive session. 

(Whereupon, the committee adjourned at 11 a. m.) 
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